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“If it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.” 
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From the London Intellectual Repository. 
SUCCESSIVE CHURCHES. 


(Concluded from page 527.) 


** It was observed above, that the fifth church, called the New-Jeru- 
salem, had already, in our day, being the day of the Lord’s second ad- 
vent, succeeded the Christian church, in like manner as this latter 
succeeded the Jewish or Israelitish church at the time of the Lord’s 
first advent. As this is a subject of great importance, and in all pro- 
bability will hereafter be adverted to by posterity as affording sufficient 
grounds for forming a new era in the history of the world, it may be 
proper to meet an objection, which seems naturally to arise out of the 
circumstances attending such second advent of the Lord, or the suc- 
cession of the New Church to the fermer. It may be thought singu- 
lar, and even rash, to assert, that the church existing among Greeks, 
Roman Catholics, and Protestants, (including the various sectaries’at- 
tached to the general principles of each slass respectively, yet dissent- 
ing from them as to minor subjects,) has ceased to be any longer a 
church, when it is observable that the ceremonies of worship among 
them all are still conducted with the same zeal and apparent devotion, 
as in any former period of their history. But it ought to be well con- 
sidered, that neither these nor any other external signs of piety and 
religion do of themselves constitute the church; but that it essentially 
consists in the knowledge and true worship of the ALone True Gop, 
and in a life conformable to his divine laws. Now it is notorious, that 
neither of these two essential constituents of a true church is to be 


found, generally speaking, in any of the churches alluded to. In the: 


first place they know not that our Lord Jesus Curis is the supreme, 
the only God of heaven and earth ; still less do they acknowledge and 
worship Him alone as such, but almost universally bow the knee to 
another invisible, unapproachable Being, whom they vainly imagine 
to be superior to him, whose dwelling indeed they place in the heavens, 
but of whose form and essence they are equally ignorant. Thus they 
divest themselves of the proffered light of revelation, and willingly 
Vor. J. 42 
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rank themselves among the idolatrous nations which worship the un- 
known God ; this God being alike the God of Jews, of Mahomedans, 
of Pagans, of Deists, and of Christians so called. In the next place, 
as the natural consequence of a departure from the worship of Jesus 
Curist as Jehovah in his Divine Human Form, as Redeemer and 
Saviour, as Immanuel, and God of the Word, the precepts and doc- 
trine of life laid down by him are treated with neglect, and in many 
cases with contempt; some considering them as furnishing plausible 
pretences to human merit, while others render them useless and nuga- 
tory by a self-created confidence in what is called faith. It follows, 
therefore, as a just inference from what has been advanced, that the 
church which denies the divine supremacy of its Founder, and which 
refuses obedience to his legislative authority, is ipso facto in a state of 
condemnation, and self-excluded from all the benefits, blessings, and 
privileges of his merciful protection ; and this notwithstanding the ap- 
parent sanctity and external decorum of its religious institutions, which 
may long continue to fascinate and deluce the unwary spectator. 

“* Had it been necessary, before the introduction and establishment 
of a new church, to wait for the full abolition or discontinuance of the 
external forms and ceremonies of a preceding church, no doubt can be 
entertained but the Divine Providence would have prolonged, instead 
of shortening the days. _ But the necessity of the case had another as- 
pect, and required a very different remedy ; for the Lord, when speak- 
ing on this subject, distinctly says, “ Except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but for the elect’s sake 
(i.e. for the sake of the upright of all denominations) those days shall be 
shortened,” Matt. xxiv. 22. Hence it may be plainly seen, that an 
unnecessary prolongation of the time between the consummation of 
one church and the commencement of another would have been at- 
tended with consequences fatal to the human race ; for being left with- 
out a medium of internal communication with heaven, and thus with 
the Lord, as soon as the essentials of religion were destroyed, the state 
of man and of society in general must have been most deplorably cala- 
mitous ; because in such case the ties of religion, the internal bonds of 
conscience, would have ceased to operate, and universal anarchy would 
have desolated the earth. It is therefore a reiterated proof of infinite 
mercy, that on the consummation or end of one church, another was 
immediately raised up, to preserve the communication between heaven 
and earth, and to extend the possibility of salvation to all future gene- 
rations. Under these circumstances, who can be justified in attempt- 
ing to uphold, and thereby to prolong, what the Divine Wisdom and 
Mercy has seen good to cut short and set aside? If the salvation of 
the human race do indeed depend on the introduction and establish- 
ment of a New Church, surely it must be the duty of all its professing 
members to give their exclusive support to that dispensation which 
alone promises to fulfil the designs of an all-merciful and all-wise Pro- 
vidence. 

“ Having thus seen, that four great churches have existed on this 
earth since the creation of the world, the. first called the Adamic or 
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Most Ancient Church, the second the Noaktic or Ancient Church, 
the third the Jewish or Israelitish Church ; and the fourth called the 
Christian Church ; having also proved from the Word, that those 
churches have regularly succeeded each other, and passed through 
their respective periods and consummation, let us now turn our atten- 
tion more particularly to the fifth church, called the New Jerusalem, 
which indeed may at the same time be considered as the New and 
True Christian Church, because it retains all the genuine principles 
and doctrines of the Primitive Christian Church, and to them super- 
adds an abundant store of the most sublime and astonishing truths 
relative to the incarnation of the Lord, to the divine human form which 
he assumed, to the great mysteries of the first and second redemption, 
and to the sanctity and divinity of the Word; to a divine providence 
superintending, regulating, controuling, and educing all possible good 
from the almost infinitely diversified affairs of this life, both universal- 
ly and particularly ; also to the state of man after death; to the pur- 
suits and employment of angels in heaven, as well as of devils in hell ; 
to the sun of the spiritual world, the source of all spiritual heat and 
light ; to the influx of life from God himself into all created beings, 
according to their several orders and degrees ; to the true nature of con- 
jugial love, and its indissoluble connexion with the state of religion in 
the human mind; and lastly, to the plurality of worlds in the universe, 
and their inhabitants. 

“ To some it may be matter of astonishment, that a church profess- 
ing to give information on such important subjects as those above 
recited, should yet be so little noticed in the world at large, as scarcely 
to have obtained a name among men, or even to be thought werthy of 
a place in the catalogue of churches. But this is no more than what 
former dispensations have been alike subject to, on their first introduc- 
tion into the world. It is not in general till an age has elapsed, that 
the merits of the most useful discoveries are acknowledged ; the greatest 
men have been the least known and valued in their own time; and 
posterity have repeatedly had occasion to wonder at the blindness and 
infatuation of their forefathers, in not discerning and duly appreciating 
the character of some of their contemporaries, whose extraordinary 
productions have done honour to human understanding, and will doubt- 
less immortalize the names of their authors. How little, comparatively 
speaking, was the Christian religion known in the world for the first, 
second, and third centuries alter the birth of Christ! until it was pa- 
tronized (if such an expression be allowable) by a temporal prince, the 
emperor Constantine, in the beginning of the fourth century ! and this 
notwithstanding all the miracles which accompanied its rise and pro- 
gress! Nay, how little, even at the present day, after a lapse of eigh- 
teen centuries, is the person and character of the Redeemer himself 
known, notwithstanding the publicity which has been given to his doc- 
trines, and the sanction they have received from national establish- 
ments! Let it not then be thought surprising, that the New Church, 
called the New-Jerusalem, should as yet have obtained but few advo- 
cates among the professors of Christianity, and still fewer among the 
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learned, who in general are the last to sacrifice the prejudices of edu- 
cation and the pride of learning to the love of truth, the last to raise 
their minds above the sphere of nature, and the last to believe in a fu- 
ture state of existence. 

“ ‘To men of a different description, whether learned or unlearned, 
whether scientific or simple, who have seen enough of the old systems 
of religion to be fully convinced of their repugnance to sound reason, 
their hostility to one another, and the unjust, unworthy views which 
they exhibit of the dealings of a Wise and benevolent Creator towards 
his helpless and dependent ofispring, little need be said to convince 
them of the necessity there is for some further information on the sub- 
ject of revelation, beyond that furnished by the contradictory glosses 
of commentators, or the incredible tenour of a public creed. The 
scheme of salvation, as it has been unluckily termed, which christian 
divines have drawn from the Word of God, and confirmed by plausi- 
ble but fallacious arguments, certainly contains nothing of intrinsic 
value to recommend it, but, on the contrary, very much to sink it in the 
estimation of a reflecting and judicious mind, being founded entirely on 
the mere appearances of truth, arising from the literal construction of 
words, without any respect toa higher or spiritual sense. 

“ Satisfactory information on all the great points of Christianity is 
to be found in the heavenly doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, and in 
them alone; which are therefore most earnestly recommended to the 
serious attention of all who are desirous of acquiring just notions as 
well of the being, attributes, and perfections of the Deity, as of the 
true nature and means of the redemption effected by him. But this is 
not the place for entering into a discussion of those important, and 
hitherto little known subjects. We shal! at present only observe, that 
the church here spoken of, under the name of the New Jerusalem, is 
now silently establishing, in various parts of the globe ; that during the 
first years after its commencement DIVINE MEANS insensibly or imper- 
ceptibly operated to produce its gradual but infallible reception among 
men; that the same piviNE HAND that began the work, has of late 
years visibly, sensibly, and most evidently been preparing the way for 
a new state of things in society, by the subversion and removal of many 
of those ecclesiastical establishments which were in direct opposition 
to the freedom of the human mind, more especially in regard to sub- 
jects of a spiritual or theological description; that at this very mo- 
ment the pivinE AGeNcy is still exhibiting to the werld changes which 
cannot fail to be contemplated with astonishment, and at the same 
time with gratitude to the ALL-wise Disposer of events, by those who 
know how to appreciate them rightly ; and that most probably in some 
future day, not far distant, such further ameliorations and improve- 
ments will take place in the civil and religious institutions of Europe, 
as will give greater facilities to the rejection of erroneous principles, 
and to the propagation and more general reception of the New and 
True Christian Religion.* 

Rost. HinpMarsn. 


* See Preface to the Coronis, p. vii. 
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FOR THE NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 
ORIGIN OF EVIL. 


*¢ All life is a forced state.” This proposition, received as a truth, 
by many natural philosophers of the present age, is unphilosophical ; 
because, on this supposition, the causes assigned are more in number 
than the effects produced, and several causes are combined to produce 
an effect, which is greater than the causes united. ‘This propositien is 
predicated on the principle, that life is the effect of a peculiar organiza- 
tion of matter. It is impossible that matter, under any combinations, 
can originate life, sensation, thought, and action. The consequence of 
this false philosophy, is a belief in a dangerous heresy ; denial of the 
existence of a Supreme first cause, and a preserving providence. To 
a natural mind, who, by scientific research, reasons himself into a per- 
suasion, there is nothing supernatural, the proposition is apparent truth. 
Apparent truths are not, in every instance, real truths. It is an ap- 
parent truth that the sun rises and sets ; this is also the language of the 
Scriptures. Philosophy demonstrates that the earth, turning on its 
own centre of motion, gives the appearance of the rising and setting 
of the sun. It is an apparent truth, that vegetables and animals have 
life of themselves. It is an apparent truth that man has, of himself, 
not only life, but a will and understanding, and that his life originates 
from, and is sustained by nutriment received. Can nutriment vivify a 
dead body ? Nutriment, independent of a more active principle than 
is found in matter, cannot be converted into animals with sensations, 
nor into man with both sensations and reason. Nutriment does not 
give sensations nor reason ; it merely adds to the increase of the natu- 
ral body, and supplies its waste. Therefore, “ life is not a forced state.” 
It always exists, at its source, from whose inexhaustible fountain 
life continually flows, giving vitality and form to all created exist- 
ences. The life, then, either of vegetables, animals, er «nen, is, as 
their recipient states. Upon this principle, it is understood why God, 
the source of all life, is denominated the Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the ending. God, being in first prin- 
ciples and last effects, is ALL in ALL, the omnipotent, omniscient, and 
omnipresent. 

When the philosopher attempts to account for the general pheno- 
mena of the natural world, or elucidate the causes of production and re- 
production, by natural operations, he is “ bewildered in mazes, and 
perplexed with errors ;” and the result finds him where he commenced 
his investigation. Do the productions of chymical combinations of 
inert materials demonstrate how life commences and continues in 
organic forms ? These give no clue to enable us to advance one step 
in the investigation of this sublime subject. Every thing, in the natu- 
ral world, supposed to be causes of life, are apparent, not real, philo- 
sophical truths. 

To suppose that all life flows into the universal world from the first 
cause, which must necessarily exist of himself, in the end and the 
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effect, through a chain of causes and effects, in an orderly succession, 
to the most inferior of created things, or the ultimates of the natural 
world, is truly philosophical. ‘The first link of the grand chain is 
the inmost celestial sphere, which immediately surrounds the central 
infinite mind, who is the Lord. ‘The next sphere in order, is the spi- 
ritual; the lowest is the natural. In each of these general spheres, 
which are distinct, there are an infinity of concentric spheres, intimate- 
ly connected with each other, as are the general spheres, as causes and 
effects; all acting upon their subordinates, from the first cause to the 
ultimate effect ; each spherical grade being the effect of that which is 
prior in order, is a cause to that which is posterior ; so that, from the 
first to the last, there is an orderly succession of cause and effect, 
throughout the universe. These spheres may be perceived, in an in- 
finity of mediums from the Lord, through which life flows of himself, 
to the most inferior of organic creation ; life flows, therefore, from him- 
self, into an infinity of organic forms, as so many recipients, in which 
the Jife received is adapted to the states of the recipient vessels. This 
position may be exemplified by natural things. It is well known to 
physiologists, that the various fluids of the human body are adapted 
to the vessels in which they circulate. The most poisonous and most 
salubrious plants grow in the same soil, receive the same nourishment 
by cultivation, and derive life from the same source. Their different 
qualities are to be explained by their different states of recipiency. 
The lamb and the wolf receive life from the same source. Their dif- 
ferent dispositions depend on their states of recipiency. Good men 
and bad men receive life from the same infinite source of life. What 
constitutes the difference of their moral characters? Their different 
states of recipiency. One is a vessel of honour; while the other per- 
verts the life received, and thereby makes it evident he is a vessel of 
dishonour. The perversion in man originates from his free will and 
choice; for it is evident, it is as easy for every man to think and act 
well, as to think and act ill. 

The operations of the great first cause are above the ken of natural 
research. If God had never revealed his existence to men, in stronger 
light than what may be obtained by the aid of natural science, men 
would now be ignorant of a superior being. Even the light of revela- 
tion is insufficient to convince a large proportion of those who have 
the knowledge of it, of this important truth, “ there is a God.” But, 
natural science has been, and is now employed, to controvert the po- 
sition, “ there is a God.” Natural science was the cause of man’s ori- 
ginal transgression. He reasoned trom himself and the world, as philo- 
sophers de at this day ; and thus closed his spiritual eyes against the 
Divinity before him. From that period, to the present, natural science 
has continued to produce all the infidelity found on earth. The lead- 
ing characters of infidelity are found among the most learned in natu- 
ral science. Natural science cannot supersede revelation; but, when 
employed in the orderly purpose for which it was designed, it is a hand- 
maid, subservient to revelation. ‘ That there is a God, all nature cries 
aloud through all her works” is a truth; but a truth not derived from natu- 
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ral science, independent of revelation. The ignorant of the human spe- 
cies do not “ see God in the clouds, and hear him in the wind,” from 
natural knowledge; the idea of God is not suggested to them by 
storms and tempests. Men of science account for these natural pheno- 
mena by natural causes, independent of superior agency. 

The belief of the existence of One Supreme God, with those who 
have not his written revelation of himself, is traditional; derived from 
some ancient revelation. God, in times past, has revealed himself to 
man, in various ways. With the most ancient people his communica- 
tion was immediate. Men, previous to the fall, had free intercourse 
with heaven. After the flood, the Lord revealed himself again by a 
Word, which is lost. The existence of a written Word, between the 
period of the flood and the Mosaic dispensation, is evident, from ex- 
tracts taken from the ancient Word preserved in the Word now extant. 
The works from which these extracts were taken are called in the 
Scriptures the book of the wars of Jehovah, the book of Jasher, and 
prophetic enunciations. The feeble tradition, “ there is a God,” 
is more powerful on the minds of the ignorant than revelation is on the 
minds of many learned in natural science. Since God’s first revela- 
tion of himself to man, in the garden of Eden, he has made himself 
and attributes known, at various periods, by his prophets, who may be 
esteemed, as so many beacons, established on high places by the Lord 
himself, to direct the wayward traveller to Zion. God, eventually, in 
agreement with prophetic predictions, made himself known te man, in 
human form. He “ became flesh, and dweit among us.” The Lord, 
after his ascension to heaven, made himself known by his apostles, 
and, finally, he has revealed himself by the herald of the New-Je- 
rusalem. 

Neither can we have any knowledge of the attributes of the Lord, 
except by his revelation. ‘Those who infer from the literal sense of 
the Scriptures, that God is the efficient cause of both moral and natural 
evils, draw false conclusions from erroneous premises, and thereby 
loose sight of his Divine attributes. It is not denied, that the essential 
attributes of the Lord are Divine Love and Divine Wisdom ; he, there- 
fore, cannot be the author of evil affections, which are opposed to his 
Divine attributes. The language of the Word is, that God creates evil 
as well as good. Such are the Scriptures in the literal sense. When 
texts are found, which, literally, are in direct opposition to the known 
attributes of God, reason is called into exercise, to investigate the ap- 
parent contradiction ; when it will appear, that many things are writ- 
ten according to appearances, not according to real truth ; as where it 
is said “ the sun rises and sets.” It is so expressed in conformity to 
the common perception of man. Had the Word been written, agree- 
ably to true philosophy, when first given, much of it would not have 
been held sacred by those who received it. Let us suppose, for ex- 
ample, Moses teaching the Hebrew nation, in the wilderness, that the 
sun stands still, and the earth, by revolving on its own axis, gives the 
appearance of its rising and setting ; his people, all as one, would have 
called him mad, and would no longer have been directed by him, 1 
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is, comparatively, but a few years back, that Gulileo was persecuted, 
for demonstrating, in contradiction to the letter of Scripture, an appa- 
rent truth, that the sun stands still, and the earth revolves. ‘The Jews, 
in their state of ignorance, could not be governed by argumerts ad- 
dressed to their rational faculties. Reasonings had no influence over 
them. Hence the necessity of miracles to overawe them. Such were 
the compulsory means employed by Divine Providence, to bend the 
stubborn wills of that obstinate nation to the obedience of his Divine 
commands. 

God is represented, also, in the Word, as being angry and revengeful. 
It is not possible these vile passions can be predicated of a being who 
is Divine Love and Divine Wisdom. God pities and commiserates 
those, who of their own free will, deviate from good, and walk in the 
paths of wickedness. God is represented, likewise, in the Scriptures, 
as repenting of his evil; as withdrawing his countenance from the sin- 
ner, and again lifting up the light of his reconciled countenance upon 
him when he repents. ‘These apparent contradictions are not in agree- 
ment’with the declaration, that he is unchangeable, the same, yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. If turning, or changing, in any sense of 
the word, can be predicated of God, he is not the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever. ‘The Word, in order to reconcile these difficulties 
and apparent inconsistencies, should be ufderstood in the spiritual 
sense. 

All things, originally, were created good, because their source is 
Divine Good, who is God. Whence, then, comes evil ? Evil origi- 
nates in a finite creature ; in intellectual man. He is the only created 
being capable of committing an immoral act, or sinning ; because he is 
the only being created in moral freedom. If man had been differently 
created, he would not have the power of choosing and refusing. The 
capacity of choosing depends on freedom of will. If he had not this 
capacity he would be an animal, incapable of moral actions. The re- 
sult of choice, is the moral effect produced, good or evil. Hence, 
intellectual man is the only being who is accountable for his thoughts, 
words, and actions. Natural evils originate from moral evils, as effects 
of their immediate causes; because, natural things and actions, are 
effects of a superior power, which is moral, or spiritual. Nothing takes 
place in the natural world, except from influences, superior to natural. 
‘The term moral is here used in preference to spiritual, in accommo- 
dation to the present mode of thinking and speaking ; and because 
men have some idea of moral causes, in connexion with natural evils, 
as effects within themselves ; and because men attach goodness to the 
term spiritual, in whatever sense it may be used. Hence, the mind 
of man, composed of his will and understanding, is in the moral [spiri- 
tual] world ; whence evil originates. 

It is said, that if God is not the cause of evil, its original cause, be- 
ing a distinct agent, is co-equal with him in power. ‘The proposition 
is profane, because there is but one first cause, which is Divine Love 
and Divine Wisdom united as one, as will and understanding are one ; 
as soul and body are one ; as the essence and form of a substance are 
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one. An essence cannot exist without its peculiar form; so Divine 
Love is united to Divine Wisdom. They are inseparable; the one 
cannot exist without the other; thus united, they form the Divine 
Mind, as will and understanding compose the human mind. 

Man is created superior to animals, in that he has given him a life 
which animals do not possess. ‘This superior life is intellectual, moral, 
or spiritual. Man could not be intellectual if he had not the power or 
capacity of performing both good and evil actions. ‘That man is en- 
dowed with power to sin, it does not follow, as a consequence, that 
God makes himself the author of sin by conferring the power. The 
power of willing, thinking, and acting, derived from God, does not 
constitute Him the cause of the evil action of a moral agent. The 
power, it is true, is derived ; but man, who wills and directs the action, 
or is the efficient agent of the action, is free. ‘The evil actions, there- 
fore, cannot be predicated of God, but solely of man, who is the free 
moral agent. God gives life, which fiows into man, as a recipient ves- 
sel; and with life, man receives the power, from the same supreme 
source, of raising his hand to execute an act of violence, or of extend- 
ing his arm for a charitable use. Bui it is man’s will which directs 
the choice in either case ; for man has equal power to perform either 
of them ; he has the same power of performing a good deed as a bad 
deed, even at the moment of execution. ‘The power of execution, 
whether of will, thought, or deed, is the talent put into his possession, 
or intrusted to his charge; which talent, if he does not improve, con- 
stitutes him an unprofitable servant. Therefore, all evil must originate 
of man, as the efficient cause of it; hence, he is accountable for all the 
evil he does. It may be alleged, if life ows from God, who is good, 
and the source of all good, the recipient of this good must necessarily 
perform good actions. If man must necessarily perform good actions, 
he is not a free moral agent ; but he would be an animal, of whom mo- 
ral actions, good or bad, cannot be predicated. The power of willing, 
and the power of reasoning, which are derived, constitute man a free 
moral agent; and although nothing except goodness and truth flows 
into him, with his life from God, yet, in consequence of his moral 
freedom, he does pervert the good and truth, which flow in from God, 
into evil and false, as the same nutritious fluids are changed into 
sweets, or poisons, in the organized vessels of vegetables. It may be 
asked, how can man pervert the good he receives with his life from 
God? By false reasonings, and self-persuasions, that gratifications of 
the sensual appetite (all which man receives through the medium of 
the senses, from the world, are denominated sensual) are “ good for 
food, pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise” 
in self-derived knowledge, or natural science. Man does not often 
learn his error, until, by woful experience, the effects of the evil are 
exhibited in their true light to his understanding. Man, in habits of 
perverting the good which he receives from God, says, both by words 
and actions, “ evil be thou my good.” ‘This, also, is the language of 
infernal spirits, all of whom were once men on earth, and with whom 
evil — in consociation in thoughts, words, and deeds, inasmuch 
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as evil men, having spiritual bodies, are inhabitants of the spiritual 
world, even when on earth. These are the effects of perverted wills ; 
because men choose evil rather than good. 

If man is so constituted as to be a free agent, or is left to the free- 
dom of his own will; why, it may be asked, is he punished for evils 
which are the consequence of his constitution? Because punishment 
necessarily follows evil, as an effect of a cause. This is a physical 
fact, as well as a moral truth. ‘The one is as certain as the cause exists, 
if the Word of God be true. The.sinner who repenteth not of his evil 
shall die. [be damned.] His state of probation ceases with life. Fur- 
thermore, the Lord cannot extend salvation from the death of sin 
[which is the second death] to those whose wills are opposed to sal- 
vation. Ifa being is compelled against his own choice, he is no longer 
a free moral agent, but an animal, of whom salvation cannot be predi- 
cated; because animals have not a moral [spiritual] life. For the 
sake of illustrating this subject more distinctly, let it be supposed a 
sinner is admitted into a state to behold the bliss and happiness of 
heaven. He would of his own free will depart. To a wretched soul, 
miserable in sin and evil, “ the presence of the Lord is a consuming 
fire.” He would retire from the effulgence of Divine Love, a sphere 
too powerful for his evil state, and cast himself down among a herd of 
Spirits, whose evil lives are congenial with his own. The punish- 
ment which follows is not inflicted by an arbitrary act of Divine 
Power. It is the effect necessarily connected with his state of evil life ; 
which effect Omnipotence cannot avert in opposition to the sinner’s 
choice, without changing the course of Divine Order, which is esta- 
blished from eternity. God cannot contradict his Word, which is Hi- 
seLF. God cannot lie. But, it is argued, if God beholds one of his 
own creatures in a state of misery, and does not exercise his love to- 
wards him, he is wanting of that benevolence which is one of his su- 
preme attributes. How can the Lord extend his Divine love to a free 
moral agent, so as to make him happy, when he refuses the benefits of 
his Divine love ? The mercy of the Lord is extended to the sinner, 
even in hell, who will not partake of his bounties in heaven; and al- 
though the Lord cannot save the sinner in opposition to his perverse 
will, yet he extends to him his compassionate hand to alleviate his 
wretched state, by making the punishment he has brought on himself 
serve to mitigate the evils of his condition, as may be exemplified by 
diseases of the natural body, the consequences of an intemperate life ; 
which, for a time, prevent similar irregularities. Remedies may re- 
move, for a time, the effects of disorder, yet not the inclination to 
return to vicious habits, which if not subdued and overcome in natural 
life, will remain to eternity, for thus saith the Word of God. 





Tyro. 
<2 feo 
Ages of Ages, is used in the worp to denote the successions of the 
different churches, which have heretofore existed upon this earth ; 


and also the eternal duration of the New Church, which is now esta- 
blishing. 
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BANKS’ LETTER, 
TO STEPHEN COX, OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


{Continued from page 508.} 


‘“* The evangelist Luke informs us, that when Jesus was led into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil, his only weapon of defence was 
the Scriptures ; by which he has left ue a lesson permanent and dura- 
ble as his throne, that in all our trials, difficulties, doubts, and tempta- 
tions, we should have recourse to his Worp, that inexhaustible foun- 
tain of wisdom, love, and light, which proved so effectual in silencing 
alll the cavils of the artful enemy, by whom our Lord suffered himself to 
be assaulted. Even the devil, knowing the power of the Scriptures, 
makes use of them himself on ‘the above occasion; but, like too many 
modern annotators, destroys their efficacy by a perversion of their 
meaning. 

“ Again—Luke informs us, that it was the custom of Jesus to ‘ read 
in the synagogues ;’ and as no books were allowed to be read there, 
except Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms, this fact proves that He 
referred to these Scriptures as the most important rule of life. If you 
should doubt it, it is proved by the circumstance of the people handing 
him the book of the Prophet Isaiah, from which he took a text, and 
then expounded it, while all his hearers wondered at the gracious 
words that proceeded out of his mouth. Here the presumption of 
Quakerism appears conspicuous ; for its professors think it derogatory 
to their wisdom, or their znward teaching, to take a text from the 
Scriptures, and, therefore, they are * wise above what is written.’ 

“ Again—It is said that the people pressed upon Jesus to ¢ hear 
the Worp or Gop.’ But as the Jews did not believe Him to be God, 
it must have been the Seriptures he was expounding that they were 
so desirous of hearing ; and as there was no written Revelation then 
extant, but what was ‘contained: in: the Old Testament, it proves, to a 
demonstration, that they will apply, and were by Infinite Wisdom ap- 
plied, to persons living under the Gospel dispensation ; Mr. Barelay’s 
opinion to the contrary notwithstanding. 

“ Again—Our Lord says, by the evangelist Luke, ‘ He that heareth 
my sayings, and doeth them, is like a man who digged deep, and laid 
the foundation of his house upon a rock ;’ to instruct us that there is a 
depth of wisdom in His Worp, which is ‘clothed with apparent truths, 
as the rock is covered with the earth. And if we think it so important 
to seek in the bowels of the earth for a sufficient resting place for our 
temporal habitations, how much more should we dive into the secret 
recesses of the Scriptures for those spiritual instructions, upon which 
it would be safe to erect our spiritual houses; and not, like Mr. B. 
stamp upon the surface, and declare there is no rock beneath. 

“ Again—A certain lawyer asked, ‘ Master, what thall I do to in- 
herit eternal life ?? And Jesus answered, ‘ What is written in the law? 
How readest thou?’ And after the lawyer had rehearsed a part of the 
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commandments from the book of Exodus, our Lord replied, ¢ thou 
hast answered right ; this do, and thou shalt live.? Now, my friend, 
if you have felt any inclination to dispute this point, I trust you will 
give it up; for here eternal life is promised to those that live in obe- 
dience to the Scriptures, without a word being said about the teaching 
of the Spirit. 1s any thing dearer to us than eternal life? Or can 
any rule be preferable to that which secures it tous? This passage, 
among a thousand others, proves that where the Scriptures are, the 
_ Spirit as, as being one with them. They who receive the Scriptures, 

in truth and sincerity, receive, at the same time, the Holy Spirit, by 
whose influence the mind was prepared for that purpose. On the other 
hand, however, many have been under the influence of a spirit, or 
spirits, who have never been the subjects of any saving truth. 

“ The Scriptures, therefore, are the most important and the safest 
vule ; and our Lord commands us to search them, in these words : 
¢ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and 
they are they which testify of Mr. Here is a positive command 
from our Lord to search his Worp; and for this good reason—be- 
cause it testified of Himself. Mr. B. seeing the strong tendency of this 
passage to destroy his system, attempts to pervert it, by turning it into 
an accusation rather than a command, which preves he wrote under 
the influence of a strong prejudice against the Scriptures. But I have 
the authority of the best Greek scholars for saying it is, as we have it 
in our Bible, an accurate translation; th rough t never yet conversed 
with a rigid member of your sect, who did not try to pervert this pas- 
sage. However much you may differ in other tenets, yet in discarding 
the Scriptures, as a rule of life, the society is uniform, But to return 
to my evidence : 

“ When the disciples were on their way to Emmaus, our Lord 
joined company with them. Mark well this ever memorable conver- 
sation. He first accuses them of want of inclination to believe what 
the prophets had spoken ; and then ‘ beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he expounded to them, in all the Scriptures, the things 
concerning himself.’ And this same company, when separated from 
their Lord, said one to another, ¢ Did not our hearts burn within us, 
by the way, while he opened to us the Scriptures ©’ [t appears, then, 
that it was the spiritual sense of the Old Testament which was thus 
opened to the disciples, to whom it was made manifest how it treats, 
in all its parts, of Jesus Christ. 

“ 'There is much to be learned from this divine passage ; and it will 
be found-to bear hard upon Mr. B’s errors, in several points of view : 
ist. In proving what he, in a great measure, denies ; viz. as the Old 
Testament (in the internal sense) treats solely of Christ, it must be as 
interesting to the Christian as the New. 2d. That as our Lord made 
the Scriptures the rule of his teaching, He considered them as the 
rule of life. 3d. That as the Old Testament treats every where of 
Christ, this subject must lay under the letter, as but little is said about 
it in the literal sense. ‘Therefore, the spiritual sense of the Scriptures 
is proved, although Mr. B. can see nothing in them but a dead letter. 
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And 4thly, it furnishes: additional proof that the Spirit is always at 
hand to open the sacred Worp to every humble soul. As there was 
a power and virtue flowing from our Lord (while explaining his Worp) 
which the disciples had never felt when the Scriptures were not the 
subject of conversation, therefore they said one to another, ‘ Did not 
our hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the Scriptures.”. And believe me, the heart that 
is humble hath often, in our day, felt this same ecstacy. while feeding 
on this sacred Worp; by which we can fully realize that saying of 
our Lord, that in his Word ‘ there is spirit and there is life.’ 

“ Again—Our Lord says, ‘ ‘These are the words that I spake unto 
you while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Psalms, concerning me. ‘Then opened he their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures.’ Here, again, we are assured 
that the Lord, the Redeemer, is the general subject of the Old Testa- 
ment, and likewise that this glorious subject lies under the letier, for 
it cannot be doubted that the Jews generally were well acquainted with 
the letter of the law, especially those who had been under their Lérd’s 
teaching. Here is, slso, another convincing proof that our Lord con- 
sidered the right understanding of the Scriptures as all-essential to 
the well-being of his Church; and it has been, and ever must be, the 
distinguishing privilege of the Lord’s New (or rather True) Christian 
Church, to be admissive of our blessed Redeemer’s teaching relative 
to the true understanding of His Word, as a rule for their own cen- 
duct, and a weapon of defence against any focs that assail them, whe- 
ther spiritual or natural. 

“ That a written Revelation is always preferable to a secret and 
mysterious one, is proved from the fact that all the messages sent by 
our Lord to the several churches in Asia, were ordered to be written ; 
plainly intimating that this was a more eligible way of communicating 
divine truth than that insisted on by your sect—and, indeed, no other 
sufficient reason can be assigned why the Scriptures were given. 

“ As I think your patience will be sufficiently tired, | must forbear 
giving you all the evidence that can be drawn from Paul, and the other 
apostles, in proof that the Scriptures are the only sure and substantial 
rule of life; I will, however, take the liberty of presenting you with one 
other passage from the Gospel by John : ‘ He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the words that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him at the last day. For I have 
not spoken of myself, but the Father. which sent me, He gave mea 
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.’ 

“ Now, Sir, here is the closing scene, and one that places the sub- 
ject beyond all doubt; unless we suffer prejudice to blind our under- 
standings. Our great and glorious Teacher appeals to the Father, and 
says that He gave the commandment what he should speak ; by which 
we are assured that all the wisdom of Deity is contained in the Scri 
tures ; and the sentence is concluded by our Lord’s declaring that his 
words are life everlasting : thus stamping a divinity, a sanctity, an 
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ail-sufficiency on the Scriptures, beyond the power of controversy. 
For we have no knowledge of any words that our Lord hath spoken, 
but what are contained in the Scriptures, and as these words are said 
to be life everlasting, therefore the Scriptures are life everlasting ; 
or, as is elsewhere declared, spirit and life. And as our Lord assures 
us that the words he hath spoken shall determine our fate ¢ at the last 
day,’ being made use of as the only rule of judgment, therefore the 
Scriptures must determine our fate at the last day; and to them, of 
course, we must apply to be prepared for that day; for it would be 
blasphemy to say that Jehovah would bring forward a law to judge us 
by, that He had not given asa Rule for us to live by. The conclu- 
sion, then, is clear as day, that as we are to die by the Scriptures, we 
must live by the Scriptures. Hence it follows, that the holy Scriptures 
are, and ever were intended to be, the infallible guide of the Chris- 
tian’s life, and the only rule of faith and manners. 

“¢ All that Mr. Barclay hath said in opposition to this doctrine only 
goes to prove that his mind was so very superficial that he could not 
conéeive how the (etter of the Word could be filled with the divine 
presence, power, and virtue, communicating life to it, even as the soul 
communicates life tothe body. Neither could he conceive how the 
humanity of our Lord could be filled with the Divinity, or Jehovah, 
by which it was glorified and made divine; and which Jehovah as- 
sumed for the purpose of giving his creature man access to Himself. 
This being the conjoining medium, therefore, our Lord, with respect to 
his humanity, is properly called a mediator between God and inan. 
Therefore [ am obliged to conclude that this author had no more per- 
ception of the divine works of glorification, redemption, and the rege- 
neration of man, than a blind man has of the light of the sun. I doubt 
not that he felt a spiritual agency at work within him, and having 
discarded the fountain of light, he had no test by which to try its cha- 
racter ; and, therefore, as no apparent evil was induced, he took it for 
granted that be was under the influence of the Holy Spirit, as many 
others have done, both before and since his time, not knowing that 
disorderly spirits do not always infuse evil thoughts and desires. But 
as Evil treads close upon the heels of Error, the infusion of either will 


effect their purpose.” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
—<a Se 


UNIVERSALISM. 


From the Gospel Herald of November 15, 1825 


(Continued from our last number, page 305.) 


17. “ We believe and teach that it is man’s imperious duty to succour and be- 
friend man, and, by every means in his power, to increase the happiness of his 
neighbour. [Wo unto him, if he does not this. And the wo can come, and will 
come, too, but not in the unchristian shape of an interminable hell! We would 
entreat all men, and persuade them, ‘ by the mercies of God,’ their heavenly Fa- 
ther, to forsake every evil way, and with full purpose of heart to worship God 
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in spirit and in truth ; to love their brethren ; yea, their very enemies; for in so 
doing they shall find a great reward, in the present world, and escape the hard 
way of the transgressor, as well as imitate their great and good Creator, who 
‘is good to all ; and his tender mercies are over ali his works’ It is because God 
is their Saviour and unchangeable friend, whose love cannot be quenched, for it 
‘ is stronger than death,’ that we urge all to confide in him. It is because ail are 
brethren, have one common origin, and are destined to one peaceful heaven, that 
we exhort all to love each other, and, with gratitude, to acknowledge the benefits 
of the great Father of all; who < heals all their diseases, forgives ail their ini- 
quities, redeems their lives from destruction, and crowns them with loving kind- 
ness and tender mercies.’ Father in Heaven, we will, with thy power, spread the 
‘ pound’ of knowledge which thou shalt give us, and gladden the hearts of thy 
children whom thou mayest help to thy bounty. We acknowledge, O, Father in 
Heaven, that thou alone art God, and ‘ we can do nothing. To thee, therefore, 
be the ascription of all power, all wisdom, and all goodness, for ever, HALLELU- 
JAH! 

18 “ Mr. W. has introduced, in his sixth paragraph, the figure of ‘ the ploughed 
field,’ or the earth ‘ bringiig forth fruit of herself,’ to prove the co-operation or 
joint labour of man. Take Christ’s parable, (for it is a parable,) and the Scrip- 
ture account of the earth’s co-operation, and the subject will then appear in @ 
true light. Mark iv. 26—28. ‘ And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as ifa 
man should cast seed into the ground, and should sleep by night, and rise by 
day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear, &c. But not ‘ of herself, in the sense Mr. W. would intimate. 
We are willing to admit the earth has the same agency in producing vegetables 
that man has in producing the ‘ kingdom of God.’ For it is the kingdom, or reign 
of God, that is spoken of. See Isa. Ixi.11. ‘ For as the earth bringeth torth her 
bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth ; so 
the Lord will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the na- 
tions.’ Again: Isa. lv. 1O—12. ‘ For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; 
so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which / please, [See Ephes. i. 9, 10.] and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy,’ &c. Now, 
Sir, you have the figure ; examine it. The earth serves merely as a mould or ma- 
trix, to rective the seed, and the rain and snow of Heaven, which ‘ maketh it bring 
forth and bud, &c. From the flowret of the garden, to the majestic oak, of the 
forest, with all the vegetable tribe, none are produced by the earth, but by the 
power of God, whose rain, condensed by the air, forms the vegetable. The earth 
does not furaish so much as one grain, in the production of all the timber and 
vegetables which have grown from the creation to the present moment. And we 
have God’s assurance, that His word shall be as effectual in producing righteous- 
fess, praise, and joy, as His rain and snow has been effectual in producing vege- 
tables! A glorious consummation this, and demanding our praise in HaLur- 
xugauHs! For the earth (the earthly man) can do nothing. It is the rain and 
snow of Heaven ‘ that maketh it_bring forth and bud’ You may now see that 
we are ‘ God’s husbandry.’ We are the clay, God the Polter. Mr. W. has yet 
to learn, that ‘ to bring forth fruits worthy of repentance,’ and to bring forth the 
kingdom of God, are two things. , 

‘19. “ Mr. W. acknowledges, in his seventh paragraph, that man will be good, 
when he is raised in the heavenly image; and adds, ‘ it remains with Mr. F to 
prove that all men are thus raised.’ We have done this already, and inform Mr. 
W. that Paul declares, of the resurrection of the dead, ‘ It is sown in dishonour, 
it is raised in glory.’ Again: ‘ As we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly.’ Again: ¢ As in Adam all die, even so, 
in Christ, shall all be made alive.’ Here is our proof. Disprove it who can! 

20. “* Mr. W. in his eighth paragraph, denies that being raised immortal con- 
fers salvation, for, he says, ‘ devils, grant us such beings for a moment, will live 
for ever, and are, of course, immortal.’ What have we here! Immortal Devils ! 
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and only for a moment, too! We shall not disgust the reader with a refutation of 
Mr. W’s Devil's immortality. The reader, by this time, must be acquainted with 
Mr. W., and properly appreciate his round barefaced assertions. Now we have 
Mr. W's own assertion that the ‘rich man was immortal in hell.” Pray, Sir, have 
you no testimony whatever at hand, that you deal altogether in your own stock 
of assurance ? Or do you conceive your own head to furnish better evidence 
than the Scriptures? We are more confirmed in our opinion, that your hell and 
heaven are much alike. Immortality and incorruptibility are common to both 
places! Do you conceive the immortality of devils, and the immortelity of the 
damned, to be proved by your quotation ? Will you reply to this question—Did 
you quote the tuliowing, * ‘They that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation ;’ to prove that 
the inhabitants of hel/ ave immortal, and that the devil is immortal? Are you 
so blind as not to see the antithesis in your quotation? ‘ Resurrection of life? 
Sir, are vot those the subjects of a ‘ resurrection of life,’ who are raised immor- 
tal ? who have a life bestowed which is indissoluble, which cannot be dissolved 2 
If this is not a ‘ resurrection of life,’ we shall be glad to be shown what is. ‘ Re- 
surrection of damnation!’ Sir, is this a ‘resurrection of life’ too; of immor- 
tality? Pray, Sir, what does Paul mean, when he says, ‘ to them who, by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
ETERNAL LIFE?’ Rom. ii. 9. (That is, the aionion life, or life of the age, which is 
enjoyed by believers in this mode of being } Does Paul mean, that those who seek 
for the life of devils, shail have the eternal life ? 

21. “ See John, v. the connexion to your quotation ; verse 25, ‘ Verily I say 
unto you, Ihe hour is coming, and now is, [What hour? Ans.] when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live.” Men dead 
in trespasses and sins, Christ then declares that he has authority to execute 
judgment. How? We are told, ‘ He shall show judgment (not damnation) unto 
the Gentiles, and in his name shall the Gentiles trust... Mr. W is informed, that 
the word rendered damnation in verse 29, is properly rendered judgment in other 
passages ; Christ speaks of a resurrection in the present world, a coming forth 
out of darkness into another dispensation. Paul, 1 Cor xv. of the resurrection 
of the literal dead. We treated this subject at large, in a former volume, and 
have shown its counexion with Dan. xii. 1, 2, that it refers to the end of the Jewish 
economy, the destruction of Jerusalem, &c. and the introduction of the Gospel. 
Mr. W. may prove, if he can, and not insinuate, that Christ taught that immor- 
tality was enjoyed in the grave ; not hell ; for we deny that such place or state 
exists posterior to this mode of being. It remains for Mr. W. to prove the con- 


trary. 
(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


(Continued from our last number, page 311.) 


60. As Mr. Fitz’s seventeenth paragraph was divided to accommo- 
date our limits, the second section of it (commencing the foregoing 
extract) now demands our attention. And here, it will be seen, that 
Mr. F. earnestly exhorts all men “ to forsake every evil way, and with 
full purpose of heart to worship God in spirit and in truth ; to love their 
brethren ; -yea, their very enemies ;” and then almost immediately, 
“ we can do nothing.” Is the man in his right mind; or does he 
purposely trifle with his readers? But why does he exhort them to 
the practice of these virtues? Take his own words for an answer : 
*¢ For in so doing, they shall find a great reward in the present 
world.” Here is the grand secret let out at last. A temporal reward 
is the amount of all his hopes. ‘To make a select few a little more 
comfortable during the few short years of their earthly existence, is 
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then the sole end and design of the book of revelation! And yet, 
with his usual consistency, Mr. Fitz has repeatedly asserted that it is 
necessary for man to suffer here in this world. He says, “ man must 
exist and suffer as he does, before his glory can be perfected.” And 
now he exhorts us to lead a good life in order to lessen this “ necessary 
suffering !” Alas! for those who madly shut their eyes, and fall, 
with their blind leader, into such a ditch as this ! 

61. And is the sole end and design of religion, then, a mere tent 
poral reward? The Apostle says, “ if in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are, of all men, the most miserable.” Was it for this 
alone that angels laid aside their golden harps, and left the realms of 
glory to reveal the will of God to man? Was it for this that holy 
men were inspired by the Spirit of Divine Truth to record that will in 
writing ? Was it for this alone that “ God was manifested in the flesh, 
justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into glory ?”? Was it for this that 
the Lord of glory submitted to the assaults of the infernal powers, and 
finally suffered the death of the cross? Was it to enable their follow- 
ers to “ find a great reward in the present world,” that the apostles 
preached, laboured, “ fought with beasts at Ephesus,” suffered perse- 
cutions, and died in excruciating tortures? Could this, or any other 
temporal consideration, support the courage of an innumerable host of 
martyrs, and prompt them to shout glory to God, while the fagots 
blazed around them? This scheme indeed 





Resembles ocean into tempest tost, 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly. 


Here are infinite means exerted, to produce a finite effect ; an effect, 
too, that cannot benefit one in a thousand of the human race; for nei- 
ther infants, nor Jews, nor Turks, nor Pagans, believe that they ought 
to “ love their enemies ;” none of them “ worship God in spirit and in 
truth,” and consequently none of them can enjoy that “ great reward 
in the present world,” which appears to be the summum bonum of Mr. 
Fitz’s religion. “In so doing (says he) they shall find a great re- 
ward, in the present world; and escape the hard way of the trans- 
essor.” 

62. But the fact is, (and, very unfortunately for Mr. Fitz’s theory, it 
it one plainly taught by Scripture, and abundantly confirmed by every 
day’s experience,) that “the way of the transgressor” is not always 
hard in “ the present world ;” and that those who faithfully discharge 
the duties above recommended, do not “ find the great reward” here 
promised. Of the former, the Psalmist says. “ They are not in trou- 
ble as other men, neither are they plagued like other men.” “ Behold 
these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world ; they increase in 
riches ;”’ while, as one of the latter, he adds, “ All the day long have I 
been plagued, and chastened every morning.” David could not re- 
concile this fact with the justice and mercy of God, until by the light 
of the sanctuary, or the Word, he was enabled to look beyond this 
mode of existence, and “ understand their end.” And how is this ead 
Vor. I. 4A ’ 


‘ 





pe tle 
eae tees 


ee gen ne 


San kane - 


ye eb tet tek: 


ee ee 
- — om 


ena nn 





sae a 


— eee 
- 


er ees 








346 CONTROVERSIAL. 
po 





Sa 





of the wicked described? ‘ Thou castest them down into destruc- 
tion. How are they brought into desolation, as ina moment! they 
are utterly consumed with terrors.” ‘ Therefore the ungodly shall 
not stand in the judgment.’ “ The way of the ungodly shall perish.”’ 
“ The Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall de- 
vour them.’ But in this world, they often prosper, and enjoy every 
desire of their hearts, while the righteous suffer “ all the ills that flesh 
is heir to.” What “ great reward, in the present world, had John the 
Baptist, John the revelator, or any of the apostles? Yet the first was 
declared by our Lord to be “ greater than a prophet,” and the latter 
undoubtedly performed all the moral duties which Mr. F. recommends 
to his readers. 

63. In this same paragraph, Mr. F. marks a passage as a’quotation 
from the Word, which he has altered to suit his own purpose. Our 
readers all recollect David’s address to his own soul, in Psalm ciii. 
“¢ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits : who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeem- 
eth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving-kindness 
and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good; thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s.” But so far from intimating that this is the 
case with all souls, he expressly says, in a subsequent verse, so great 
is his mercy towards them that fear him.” ‘'To such as keep his 
covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.” 
This Psalm is a celebration of the Lord for redemption and reforma- 
tion ; and in its application is limited to those who have removed evil 
by repentance, and whose souls are therefore “ redeemed from destruc~ 
tion,” and regenerated, or “ renewed like the youth of the eagle.” Mr. 
F., however, by artfully substituting a plural pronoun, would pass it 
off on his readers as including all mankind. Hear him: “ It is be- 
cause all are brethren, have one common origin, and are [all] destined 
to one peaceful heaven, that we exhort ali to love each other, and, with 
gratitude, to acknowledge the benefits of the great Father of all ; who 
“heals all their diseases, forgives all their iniquities, [whether they 
repent of them or not,] redeems their lives from destruction, and crowns 
them with loving-kindness and tender mercies.” 

64. It is in this manner that Mr. F. contrives to make the Scrip- 
tures speak a language in opposition to their real meaning ; amusing 
his deluded adherents with the cry of “ peace, peace,”? when Jehovah 
hath declared that there is no peace for the wicked. To such will ap- 
ply the solemn language of the manifested God : “‘ Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.” But such perversion of Scripture is un- 
pardonable ; it is discolouring the waters of divine truth, in order to 
escape from an unpleasant dilemma. Naturalists tell us of a certain 
fish that eludes its pursuers in a similar manner; discolouring the pure 
element which sustains it, by the emission of a dark fluid which ef- 
fectually conceals its crooked course. 

65. Mr. Fitz’s eighteenth paragraph, respecting the earth’s “ bring- 
ing forth fruit of herself,” was abundantly answered in our last num- 
ber, paragraplis 45—-59. We shall therefore dismiss it with one brief 
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remark. Mr. F. says, “ we have God’s assurance that his word shall 
be as effectual in producing righteousness, praise, and joy, as his rain 
and snow has been efiectual in producing vegetables. A glorious con- 
summation this,” &c. Granted, with all our heart—just “ as effec- 
tual ;” and there is only one fact, now staring us in the face, that pre- 
vents this  assurance”’ from closing the controversy at once ; and that 
is, the total inefficacy of rain and snow to produce vegetables, where 
the seed has fallen “ by the way-side,” or “ upon stony places,” or 
¢ among thorns.’’ Matthew, xiii. 3—7. It is only on “ good ground,” 
that this “ glorious consummation” is produced. When the snow and 
rain cover Afric’s sultry deserts with refreshing verdure, we may hope 
for “ righteousness, praise, and joy,” from hearts which are thoroughly 
scorched by the fires of self-love, malice, and concupiscence ; hearts, 
from which the dew-dropping cloud of spiritual truth is continually 
driven by the sirocco of confirmed evils, or the monsoons of self-de- 
rived intelligence ; 


a 


For ever varying, and for ever false. 


66. In reply to Mr. F.’s nineteenth paragraph, respecting man’s be- 
ing “ raised in the heavenly image,” &c. we refer him to our 27th, 
28th, 29th, and 30th, paragraphs, in the Missionary, No. 9. 

67. Mr. F.’s twentieth paragraph is devoted to the old subject of 
dead devils ; neither the labours of our pen, nor the operations of his 
own heart, will convince him that there are such beings as living de- 
vils, much less that they will live for ever. All we have to say on 
the subject, may be found in our 9th number, paragraphs 23—28. In 
discussing this doctrine, Mr. F. thus defines the words ETERNAL LIFE : 
“¢ that is (says he) the azonion life, or life of the age, which is enjoyed 
by believers, in this mode of being.” By believers, we presume, is 
meant those who believe in the doctrine of universal salvation. But 
the Apostle says, that eternal life.is rendered to those, and those only, 
who seek for it “ by a patient continuance in well-doing.”’ “ But unto 
them that are contentious, and. do not obey the truth, but obey un- 
righteousness, {God will render] indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish, upon every soul [not body] that doth evil, [even if they 
do believe in universal salvation,] but glory, honour, and peace, to 
every man that worketh good.” Rom. ii. 7—10. The Apostle 
must have forgotten that “ man can do nothing,” or Mr. F. is certain- 
ly very unfortunate in his quotations. 

68. But after traversing over all this desert of absurdity, one green 
spot appears at last. In his twenty-first paragraph, Mr. F. has stum- 
bled upon one truth. He gives a correct construction to John, v. 25. 
But even here, he falls short of the whole truth; for, in this passage, 
our Lord not only alludes to the end of the Jewish and the commence- 
ment of the Christian church, but also to every individual who repents 
of his sins, and thus becomes converted to God. He refers to a resur- 
rection of those very dry bones spoken of by the prophet Ezekiel, an 
— of which was given in our &9th paragraph, Missionary, 
No. 9. 


‘To be continued: 
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TO CAMDEN. 


Dear Sir—After your last communication was in type, we received 
from our correspondent Tyro the following reply to your QuERIEs in 
No. 7, page 229, which deserves a place previous to our promised an- 
swer. Indeed, we believe that most, if not all the objections proposed 
by you in our last number, are here elucidated by Tyro. If not, we 
know that he will cheerfully meet any subsequent inquiry. 

One remark of our own, however, illustrated by a quotation from 
Swedenborg, we feel justified in advancing in this place. You say, 
¢ How the first advent of Christ could be the antitype of all things 
under the law, I cannot as yet conceive.” Were you, my dear Sir, 
only partially acquainted with the science of correspondence, by 
which the internal sense of the law is laid open and explained, you 
would be at no loss to conceive of this wonderful fact. You would 
then see that those books of the Old Testament, so frequently quoted 
by ‘our Lord, viz. “ Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms,” in their 
inmost or highest sense, treat solely of the first advent of the Lord, 
and the glorification of his humanity by his combats against and vic- 
tories over the infernal powers. Even his immediate disciples were 
ignorant of this fact, until after the resurrection of their divine Master, 
when “ he opened their understanding that they might understand the 
Scriptures.” “ And beginning at Moses, and all the Prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning him- 
self.” They were then taught, as are the members of the Lord’s New 
Church at this day, that the inspired books of the Old Testament, in 
their inmost sense, “ treat solely of the Lord, describing all the states 
of the glorification of his humanity, that is, of its union with the essen- 
tial divinity, and likewise all the states of the subjugation of the hells, 
and the reducing to order all things therein, as well as in the heavens. 
Thus, in the inmost sense, is described the Lord’s whole life upon 
earth, and thereby the Lord is continually present with the angels. 
Therefore the Lord alone is in the inmost part of the Word, and the 
divinity, and sanctify of the Word is thence derived. W. H.n. 14. 
For divine truth itself is meant by “ the Word which was in the be- 
ginning with God, and which was God. Not the Word considered as 
to words and letters of the Janguage in which it was written, but con- 
sidered in its essence and life, which resides intimately in the sense of 
its words and letters. The Word, by means of such its life, vivifies 
the affections of the man’s will, who reads it devoutly, and from the 
hight of that life, illuminates the thoughts of his understanding; for 
which reason it is said in John, “ In the Word was life, and the life 
was the light of men.” This constitutes the Word, because the Word 
is from the Lord, and of the Lord, and, therefore, is the Lord. All 
thought, speech, and writing, derives its essence and life from him who 
thinks, speaks, and writes it; the man, with his quality, being therein. 
But in the Word the Lord alone is. No one, however, feels and per- 
ceives the divine life from the Word, but he who is in the spiritual! 
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affection of truth when he reads it; for he is in conjunction with the 
Lord through the Word. That there is something intimately affecting 
the heart and spirit, which flows into the understanding with light, and 
testifies something similar to what is said in John, is signified by these 
words in the first chapter of Genesis : “ In the beginning God created 
heaven and earth, and the spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters, and God said let there be light, and there was light.” The 
- ae of God is divine truth, in like manner, light. Divine truth is the 

ord, for which reason, when the Lord calls himself the Word, he 
also calls himself the light. John, i. 4. 8,9. The same is also under- 
stood by this passage in David, “ By the Word of Jehovah were the 
heavens made, and all the host of them by the spirit of his mouth.” 
Psalm xxxiii. 6. In short, without the divine truth of the Word, 
(which in its essence is the divine good of the Lord’s divine love, 
and the divine truth of his divine wisdom) man cannot have life.” A. 
R. n. 200. 

The history of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, &c. ; 
the departure of the children of Israel from Egypt, the giving of the 
law, the construction of the tabernacle and ark, with every the most 
minute particular respecting them, were all typical or representative, 
in their most interior sense, of the great work of redemption, and this 
was what we meant by calling the latter the antitype of all that pre- 
ceded it. : 

But we will no longer stand in the way of our friend Tyno, from 
whom your former Queries have elicited the following observations. : 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Boston, January 28, 1824. 


My pear Sin—The queries of your correspondent, over the signa- 
ture of CampEN, are natural to all unacquainted with the spiritual 
sense of the Scriptures. Similar queries, as objections to the doctrines 
of the New-Jerusalem, are repeatedly made by noviciate readers. The 
nine queries answered by Swedenborg himself, perhaps might give 
your correspondent greater light on the subject of the Lord’s humanity 
glorified, than any thing which can be said in so few words. The re- 
demption and consequent salvation of man, effected thereby, is a mys- 
tery, “ which angels desire to look into.” Something, however, may 
be presented to a sincere inquirer, which may lead him to read the ex- 
plications of our messenger of Divine Truth; in most of the chapters 
of which there is something relating to the process of the glorification 

- of the Lord’s human principle, which collectively gives greater satis- 
faction than an abstract possibly can. The various views of this all- 
important subject, in connexion with relative things, gradually remove 
objections, or difficulties, which the mind, imbued with erroneous pre- 
possessions, has to encounter. But it is overwhelmed, as it were, with 
novel ideas, when the new doctrines are first opened. A beautiful 
country appears different from the various aspects whence the views 
are delineated, although all, separately, afford pleasures; yet a full 


- — 
oe = 


SRI ~ vas 


Sagr= 


. 
* 2 ane ~— ~ ~ 

OF a ERE RO IA 
. ee = 


an~ i ca 9 
“ition ince cpeeecomeeres_ 


~~ 
ray 





geet 
- be : F 











J35U LO GAMDEN. 





== = 2. 





flow of delight is only obtained by a combination of its sceneries. So, 
the explications of the Word of God by Swedenborg, open on every 
page, to the intellectual eye, a new field for deep and interesting con- 
templation ; wherein the mind is gradually prepared, after-a delightful 
manner, to receive the truths successively presented to it' This pre- 
paration progresses, without doing violence to the understanding, with 
the increasing knowledge of the spiritual sense of the word, in a con- 
nected series. As one truth is received into the understanding, it be- 
comes the basis of another, a second supports a third ; and thus pro- 
gressing in an orderly series, a beautiful intellectual column is erected, 
whose foundation is the earth, and superstructure heaven. 

The mind of man involves three distinct universal degrees, in each 
of which there is an infinity of particulars. The three universals cor- 
respond to the three heavens. ‘Ihe lower, in relation to the higher, 
are, respectively, as effects of a cause; when all are openeu according 
to divine order they are but one, as to unity of design, or the end. 
This position is truly philosophical. It may be illustrated by the three 
kinds of life seen in the natural world. On this philosophical princi- 
ple, a reason can be given why man has intelligence which animals do 
not possess; and why animals possess sensations not to be seen in 
vegetables. ‘That vegetables have life, is allowed by naturalists; so 
animals are endowed, not only with the kind of life which is appro- 
priate to vegetables, but the addition of a sensitive life. Man has, in 
common with the vegetable and animal kingdoms, their appropriate 
lives, and a life, infinitely superior, which is the intellectual or spiritual 
life. In each of these three degrees, or kinds, there is an infinite va- 
riety. 

The three degrees of the human mind, corresponding to the three 
heavens, are intimately connected, although distinct. This connexion 
of the three degrees of the mind of man, is beautifully represented by 
the ladder which Jacob saw ina dream. When the superior degrees 
are opened, celestial and spiritual affections and intelligences descend 
into the natural, whereby the natural is elevated, as is represented in 
the figure of angels descending from heaven to earth, and ascending 
from earth to heaven. The figure illustrates the corresponding con- 
nexion existing between the heavens and the natural world ; between 
the superior degrees and inferior of the human mind, through which, 
as mediums, the divine influences of the Lord flow into the inferior or 
natural mind of man. 

All the kingdoms of the universe are of the Lord, created from him- 
self, not for his own glory, but soleiy for the happiness of man ; because 
the Lord’s glory from eternity being infinite, no additions can be made 
to his glery. The heavens, collectively, form the Divine Man, Jeho- 
vah God, now called Lord, and by him was created man on earth, in 
his own image, and after his own likeness. The mind of man on earth, 
is heaven in its smallest form. See explications of Swedenborg. The 
doctrine of degrees appertaining to the human mind, will aid your cor- 
respondent in bis researches into the sublime subject of the Lord’s 
humanity glorified. The Divine Man, called in the Old Testament 
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Jehovah, descended through the celestial and spiritual into the human 
natural, with which he clothed himself. ‘ He was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us,” and, by his own divine power, made the human 
natural divine, as also the spiritual and celestial. So that, the de- 
grees of the Lord Jesus Christ are distinctly one, as the degrees in 
man, «* mind and body, collectively, are distinctly one. When we 
speak ot the Lord’s being in the celestial, spiritual, and natural prin- 
ciples, .t is necessary to think of those principles, when predicated of 
him, as Divine; and say, the Divine celestial, the Divine spiritual, 
and Divine human. The three degrees, when predicated of the mind 
of man, are called the human celestial, the human spiritual, and na- 
tural. To prevent confusion in the understanding, it must be re- 
membered, the heavens as well as the earth, are created for man. 
The Divine Esse, or Jehovah, is from eternity, far above the hea- 
vens. The descent of Jehovah, through all the degrees of the uni- 
verse, from primates to ultimates, from first principles to last effects, 
constitutes Hira the Alpha and Omega, the first and last, the begin- 
ning and ending ; the ALL in ALL. It has been said, the Divine Esse 
of the Lord exists far above the heavens. His unveiled glory, no 
man can behold. “ No man has seen God at any time.” But, 
clothed in his Divine Humanity, he may be approached by a devout 
mind. When such favours are granted, the Lord accommodates 
himself. He softens the intense effulgence of his glory to the states of 
those who approach him, whether angels or men. ‘The prophets and 
good men have seen him under the form of an angel. St. John 
*“‘ saw one like the Son of Man,” in heaven. He recognised his Lord, 
* clothed in a garment down to the feet.” St. John could not have 
been mistaken, 2s he was the beloved disciple of the Lord when on 
earth. The Lord accommodated himself to men, even in the natural 
world, who in consequence of the deepest degeneracy, were unable to 
behold Him in a higher state than the natural. The lowest degree 
which the Lord assumed, was his state of humiliation, in which he 
subjected himself to temptations, as are men on earth. How the 
Lord effected salvation, by overcoming temptations, in the natural 
principle, and thereby glorified the human, and made it divine, we 
have neither time nor room to explain in a short communication. A 
satisfactory explication may be seen in the writings of Swedenborg. 
So much we have premised as a necessary preparation for a concise 
reply to the queries of your correspondent CAMDEN, suggested (it is 
presumed from his reference) by. observations over the signature of 
Tro. 

1st. The humanity of the Lord is called Jesus, Saviour, because 
he saves by virtue of his Divine Humanity. He saves men from the 
death of sin, which is eternal misery, by subduing the hells, and which 
he keeps in subjection by his Divine Omnipotence. In order to 
effect this conquest, it became necessary the Lord should descend 
into the lowest principles of the human, to subdue evil, at its source, 
or on its own ground; for all evil originates in the natural sensual 
principle of man. Evils are subdued in man by the descent of the 
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highest principles of the mind, in which the Lord resides, to the 
lowest, which are immediately connected with the sensual, or affec- 
tions appertaining to the natural senses, exciting the love of self and 
of the world, in preference to the love of the Lord and the neighbour. 
This state is called in Scripture language the natural. One of the 
causes of this state is man’s ignorance of the knowledge of God. 
Hence, the Lord could not make his attributes known to man, in his 
state of ignorance of things superior to those of nature, except by 
appearing in nature. The Lord is the true light which lighteth every 
man which cometh into the world ;” but the light shined in darkness, 
and the darkness comprehended it not.” ‘ He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” “ He 
came to his own, and his own received him not.” HE is the truth. 
** Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”” Truth opens the way to 
grace. Men cannot be partakers of grace, [salvation,] except by the 
knowledge of Him who effects salvation. There is but one Saviour. 
Whether he be called Jehovah, Jesus Christ, or Lord, one and the 
f - . . ° . 
same being is understood. We find in the word, that salvation is 
predicated of one supreme being, under all the above names. The 
specific meaning of each can be understood, only, by the spiritual 
sense of the Scriptures. 

By the conquest of hell in the human principle, the Lord glorified 
his human principle. This is called the Lord’s glorified humanity. 
When it was in an unition with the Father, or divine Esse within, 
it is called Divine. This glorification is a type of man’s regenera- 
tion. For the natural man is regenerated, after the same manner the 
Lord’s humanity is made divine ; that is, by elevating his mind above 
sensual objects and things of this world, and placing them on things 
spiritual. 

If the Lord had not descended into the natural, man would not 
have freedom of will, of which his ignorance was the effect. It was 
necessary that light and truth be communicated to him, as a mean by 
which he may recover this mental freedom. The influences of evil 
are now so far overcome and kept in subjection by the Lord, that 
the human mind is left in spiritual equilibrium. Man, now, can turn 
himself to heaven, or to hell, as he chooses. He can now rise supe- 
rior to the temptations which surround in this world, by obeying the 
divine commands ; or he can sink himself down, and immerse him- 
self in deeper evils. Hence, in order to obtain salvation, may be per- 
ceived the necessity of man’s co-operation with the influences of the 
Lord; all of which are good, and are continually present with him, 
even in his. deepest degeneracy. 

2. “ What is the difference between the material body put off, and 
the humanity, or the Son of God, that was said to be divine ?” 

It is to be observed, that man has a humanity of his Father, dis- 
tinct from the corporeal materiality derived from his mother. The 
humanity of the Father is the germ, or principle of life in him, vivi- 
fied by the Lord: it may be better understood if we denominate it 
the recipient organ of life; the corporeal materiality being nothing 
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more than a shell, necessary in its natural state of existence only. 
To speak philosophically, man in the natural world, is in his second 
stage of existence, and is not real man until he is disencumbered of 
his terrestrial shell, which is of his mother. Man’s humanity from 
his father is the organ, in which the mind, in all its degrees, has its 
residence ; consequently, it is an inhabitant of the spiritual world, 
and nothing but the material envelope prevents immediate coms 
raunication with spiritual existences. 

The ens vite in man may be illustrated by the punctum saliens ih 
the egg, which is vivified by the heat of incubation, from which point 
the chick is gradually evolved, until it bursts its shell, and enters upon 
its third stage, and last of its existence. If we look through the uni- 
verse of natural things, we may see emblems of man’s three stages of 
existence in every thing which has life; we see, not only emblems of 
man’s stages of existence, but of eternity, in productions and repre+ 
ductions, continued without end, through all orders of created beings, 

To return.—The Lord’s humanity, of his Father, is distinct from 
the corporeal humanity derived from his mother Mary; as, is man’s 
humanity of his natural Father, different from that of his mother. 
But, the Lord’s humanity of his Father is Divine, because it was Jee 
hovah himself. Hence, he says, “ And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self, with the glory, which I had with thee, before 
the world was.” This was an address of the mere natural to the 
indwelling Divine. Every regenerate man makes a similar prayer ta 
his superior mind, in which the Lord resides; if not in an audible 
voice, yet, with elevated affections. The Lord promises his disciples 
he will be with them to the end, not merely of this life, but to the end 
of regeneration, which progresses to eternity. David addressed his 
interior or superior mind, in language not dissimilar. Wherever the 
Lord has a residence, there is his temple. He spake of his natural 
body, which he put off, as his temple. So, every regenerate man is 
the temple of the Lord. This was St. Paul’s opinion, when he said 
to his Corinthian brethren, “‘ Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and the spirit of God dwelleth in your” The spirit of God was 
in their interior or superior minds. ‘The material body, which was 
put off, and what the Lord called his temple, was the mere external 
covering derived from Mary, and similar to man’s natural body des 
rived from his mother. It is not the quantity of materials in any 
natural body which identifies the body, because the same body, at 
different periods, and from various circumstances, varies as to the 
quantity of materials of which it is composed, without destroying the 
strong marked lineaments by which it is known. So that, there can 
be no strong objections to the idea, that the Lord put off the mere 
material body, in proportion as his humanity was glorified with the 
elory which he had before the world was. It is evident, from the 
Scriptures, that the glorification of the Lord’s humanity, commenced 
immediately after his birth, and gradually progressed, and was com- 
pleted at the period of his crucifixion. ‘ The child [Jesus] grew. 
and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom.” At the age of 
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twelve years, “ Hr was found in the temple sitting in the midst of 
the Doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions, and all 
were astonished at his understanding and answers.” Luke ii. 40. 
46, 47. “ We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Johni.14. “ The glory, 
which thou gavest me, I have given them.” John xvii. 10. “ Jesus was 
not yet glorified.” John vii. 39. Many more texts might be added, 
if necessary, to show that the Lord Jesus was gradually glorified. 

3. “ Flesh and blood, of the Lord’s human, derived from the mo- 
ther,” [the virgin Mary,] cannot save. That saves which is repre- 
sented by flesh and blood. Man is saved by Divine Good and by 
Divine Truth. These principles proceeding from the Lord, and flow- 
ing into the superior mind of man, constitute his life. The will and 
understanding of man, of which his entire mind is composed, corres- 
pond to Divine Good and Divine Truth. The mind of man, or will 
and understanding, are the essentials of the man, which continue after 
the death of the natural body, in the spiritual world. It is very evi- 
derit that the natural body, without a mind, is nothing. If man is 
saved by Divine Good and Divine Truth, it is, by his appropriating 
them within himself, in his life; by exalting his affections above the 
things of self and the world, by loving the goods and truths which 
proceed from the Lord, in preference to things which pass into the 
mind through the natural senses. Divine Good and Divine Truth 
are represented also by bread and wine, which the Lord presented to 
his disciples, saying, “ This is my body, given for you; this is the 
New Testament of my blood, shed for you.” Luke xxii. 19,20. No 
one, who exercises his reason, can believe that man is saved by natu- 
ral flesh and blood, or by bread and wine; although Jesus Christ 
(literally) says, “ except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, [Divine 
Good] and drink his blood, [Divine Truth] ye have no life in you,” 
{spiritual life.] John vi. 53. The Lord, in another place, says, “ I 
am the bread of life,” signifying [Divine Good.] ‘To eat signifies, 
in the spiritual sense, to appropriate, as does also to drink. The flesh 
is predicated of Good ; the blood is predicated of Truth. Man, in or- 
der to be saved, must appropriate to himself the Divine Good and 
Divine Truth of the Lord. This is the spiritual nourishment which 
comes down from heaven, and saves those who live on it. See the 
correspondence : inasmuch as the natural body is nourished by bread 
and wine, and by flesh and blood ; so the spiritual body, or the mind, 
is nourished by the Divine Good and Truth, represented thereby. 

4. The Lord is called the Son of David, both spiritually and na- 
turally. Spiritually, because David represented the Lord as his type. 
Naturally, because the Lord is the [reputed] Son of Joseph and his es- 
poused wife Mary, in the lineal descent from David. Scripture names 
signify spiritual things. As the spiritual things here represented apper- 
tain to the Lord, they have a specific signification, to be known by a 
knowledge of the spiritual sense of the Word, which the explications 
of Swedenborg open to those who have a desire to understand the 
Scriptures. There is nota single name, nor a word, which has not 
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a spiritual signification; even where the literal sense is true. But 
where there are apparent contradictions or inconsistencies in the lite- 
-ral sense, it is impossible to distinctly elucidate, in all instances, the 
subject, in a few words, until the mind has acquired, from practice, 
the power to abstract itself from the literal meaning of the text. 

5. “ If that is not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural, 
does God make and organize matter, and then make and unite a soul 
to it?” 

The spiritual body of man is prior to the natural, as the cause is to 
the effect. That is, the cause and effect co-exist asto man. The last 
cannot exist independent of the first, nor the first independent of the 
last. The natural exists from the spiritual, prior, not in time, but in 
order, because the.spiritual is superior to the natural. An unregene- 
rate man, who is denominated natural, has a spiritual principle with- 
in him, as have the damned in hell. Many things, in the letter of 
Scripture, are spoken according to. appearances, not according to 
philosophical truths or realities. Saint Paul did not explain, philose- 
phically, the mode of union of the spiritual and natural body. If he 
had, his hearers, in their state of ignorance, could not have under- 
stood him. The whole tenour of his discourse was to convince the 
unbelieving Corinthians, that man lives, after the death of the natural 
body, in a spiritual body, either of happiness or misery ; that it is ne- 
cessary they should prepare for this change of their states of life, 
which takes place in a moment, with the death of the natural body 5 
and that this death is his resurrection into the world of spirits, where 
he is adjudged for deeds done in the natural body. Wherein, Saint 
Paul says, “ That was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural,” is to be understood of the state of man since the fall; 
which previous to regeneration, is called natural, and after regenera- 
tion is called spiritual. The natural man is not said to be first be- 
cause itis first according to divine order, but because it is first ina 
state of disorder. Man, since the fall, is born into the world in he- 
reditary disorder. Consequently, this state of disorder denominated 
natural, is prior to the spiritual birth, effected by regeneration, or by 
change of heart and disposition. In this state of disorder the spiri- 
tual principle of man is in the bondage of sin, and a slave to the natural. 
Hence it is that man is at first natural, and afterwards becomes spi- 
ritual by regeneration. This is the happy state for which man is 
created. Man born natural, has, also, a spiritual principle, which, 
previous to regeneration, is dormant. ‘The unregenerate man is 
thus represented in the language of Scripture. By regeneration he 
becomes spiritual, not because he has received an additional new 
principle, which he did not possess at his birth, but because the 
dormant spiritual is awake, and by his own co-operation with the di- 
vine influences of the Lord, who never forsakes man in his deepest de- 
generacy,; becomes active. If the Lord forsakes man, he cannot live 
one moment. Hence we perceive “ that man must work out his own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for God worketh in him both to 
will and to do, of his good pleasure.” It is in this manner that man 

















~~ a 












































3a6 "O CAMDEN. 








=e _ a nn 
is vivified, and becomes a fit inhabitant for the blest abodes of the 
righteous. 


Man, in his natural life, is ina state of probation. As his moral 
character is here formed, so he continues to all eternity in his spiritual 
state of existence, an inhabitant either of heaven, or of hell. The 
physical man may be compared to the worm in its crysalis envelope, 
and not perfected as to its own order until it bursts its shell, and rises 
to the higher regions ofair. All things in the natural world are em- 
blems of man as to three stages of his existence. Adam, or the most 
ancient people represented by Adam, were created natural, spiritual, 
and celestial. That is, the mind is composed of all these principles ; 
which, ia him, were opened by education, and immediate instruction 
of the Lord, in successive order. This was not regeneration, such as 
is necessary for degenerate man at this day, in order to obtain salva- 
tion; because Adam, or the most ancient neople represented by him, 
born in innocence, had no evils to put off. They progressed from 
knowledge of natural things to spiritual and celestial, according to 
the divine order in which they were created. Man being free, as to 
his will, which governs the moral faculty, in process of time per- 
verted the divine order within himself, by natural science. This is 
eating the forbidden fruit. The evil commenced when he began to 
think that he possessed an inherent independent power; and ne- 
glected to ascribe to the Lord whatever ability he enjoyed; and, 
thus, by supposing all of his own faculties were of himself, vainly 
madeé himself, in his own imagination, a God. And, while he exer- 
cised his thoughts, and placed his affections on self and the world, 
the superior faculties of the mind became more and more closed, un- 
til the natural mind predominated; when the superior spiritual be- 
came subservient to the natural. The generations descending from 
the most ancient people are, consequently, born in evil, inherited 
from parents, which accumulated, generation after generation; as 
natural diseases are inherited from our parents. It is perceived from 
the above position, that men of the present day do not become spiri- 
tual and celestial, in the same order the church of Adam did, previous 
to its decline, which, in its state of innocence, had no evils to put off. 

Every man at his birth is endowed with spiritual and celestial prin- 
ciples, in addition to the natural ; otherwise he would not be superior 
to animals. Man’s superiority is evident from his capacity of in- 
creasing in knowledge, by having an intellectual mind. The in- 
stinctive knowledge of animals is perfect at first, and does not im- 
prove by years. A child comes into the world not only weaker, but 
with less knowledge than animals; because, the child has a capacity 
within itself of improvement, and continual progression in know- 
ledge. 

In consequence of propensity to evil since the fall, while man is 
“ umregenerate, the natural governs and enslaves the spiritual. But, 
when the spiritual overcomes the natural and sensual principles, man 
is said to be spiritual ; not because a new principle is given; but be- 
cause the spiritual has reduced the natural to order. Saint Paul 
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distinguishes the two states, by the appellation of the old and new 
man, when saying to his brethren, “ seeing ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created him.” Col. iii. 
9, 10. 

My dear sir, I am not insensible of the great deficiency of this com- 
munication, in illustration of the subjects which the queries of your 
correspondent CampEN involves. A full exposition may be had, in 
the spiritual sense of the scriptures, opened in the writings of Swe- 
denborg. If this feeble attempt should excite your correspondent to 
examine those writings with a sincere desire to acquire the know- 
ledge of divine truth, which proceeds from the Lord himself, I am 
persuaded he will not be disappointed ; but-will be more and more 
delighted. The spiritual sense of the word will ‘open to his mind 
new and important things, and remove apparent inconsistencies and 
contradictions, seen in the mere literal sense. After reading the 
Arcana Ca@.estiA, wherein the Lord’s glorification is unfolded ; 
your correspondent will be ready to say of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
with his beloved disciple Saint John, “ That even the world itself 
could not contain the books written of the things which the Lord did.”’ 

There is a difficulty in the minds. of thousands, respecting the re- 
appearance of our Lord after his resurrection. Those who sup- 
pose He appeared to his disciples in a room with closed doors, in 
his natural body, believe it was a miracle. To suppose a natural 
body could pervade partition walls, is a miracle—a miracle above 
rational belief. It is not above rational belief to suppose the Lord 
appeared in his spiritual body, and that the spiritual eyes of the be- 
holders were opened when they saw him. Natural objects are no 
obstruction to the ingress and egress of spiritual substances. That, 
for especial purposes, men on earth are endowed with the privilege 
of seeing spiritual things in the heavens, is so well attested by the 
Prophets and Apostles, it must command the assent of rational 
men. The Lord, by these meaiis, reveals to men their future desti- 
nation in the world of spirits, that they do not become extinct, after 
the death of the natural body, like animals, who have no minds, nor a 
Spiritual principle. : 

Things famiiiar to daily observation are noticed according to their 
apparent importance. But, when men have revealed to them, in 
plain language, with the strongest documents as evidence, that there is 
a spiritual state of existence, to which all, onthe rapid wings of time, 
are progressing, they hesitate to believe, or even inquire into the evi- 
dence given of such a state; in which men exist as they do on earth, 
without the incumbrance of the natural body ; but with the same pro- 
pensities and affections they possessed in natural life. When man dies 
he carries every thing appertaining to man, except the shell or mere 
carcass, which, by a process of natural decomposition, returns to its 
primitive elements, never to be re-assumed by the spirit, which first 
moulded its organic form, and gave it life. That the people of thr 
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Adamic Church, previous to their degeneracy, were as conversant 
with the spiritual world, when they lived on earth, as men of the 
present day are with the natural world, there is much evidence drawn 
from the spiritual sense of the Scriptures. It is easy to believe that 
St. John and the Prophets saw things in the spiritual world, which 
they described similar to things in the natural. 

The communication which existed between Heaven and the earth has 
been closed since the fall, except to a few good and enlightened men 3 
_ such were the Prophets and Apostles, who may be justly esteemed 
as spiritual lights in the natural world, conducting the Church of the 
Lord from Egyptian darkness to the heavenly Canaan. That the 
Lord has vouchsafed this exalted favour to us in this day of spiritual 
darkness, by establishing on his holy mountain a new and more bril- 
liant light, in his servant Swedenborg, we have the fullest demon- 
stration. Tyro. 


<a 
' SEVENTH GENERAL CONVENTION. 


Agreeably to a resolution unanimously adopted by the last conven- 
tion, the Seventh General Convention of the receivers of the Doc- 
trines of the New-Jerusalem, will be held in the city of Philadelphia, 
commencing on Thursday, the 3d day of June next, at 10 o’clock 
in the forenoon, and continued daily until its annual business is dis- 
posed of. As on this occasion it may be proper to remind our bre- 
thren of several resolutions, which were unanimously adopted at the 
last Convention, we extract the following from the minutes : 


“ On motion of Mr. Roche, it was unanimously 

* Resolved, That it is recommended that every Church should 
hereafter, send, by their delegates to the Convention, a written 
statement of Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals, number of Communi- 
cants, and other matters relating to the spread of the Heavenly 
Truths of the New-Jerusalem in their vicinity. 

“ On motion of Mr. Epsey, (of Bedford, Pa.) it was 

“ Resolved, That it be recommended to all Societies and indivi- 
duals, hereafter making communications to the Convention, to send 
the same by private conveyance ; or, in case that they are sent by 
mail, that the postage be previously paid. 

“On motion of Mr. Roche, it was 

“ Resolved, That a committee of three persons, in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, be appointed to draw up some general RULES OF OR- 
DER, for the regulation of the future Conventions of the New-Jeru- 
salem Church, and that the saine be reported and recommended to the 
next Annual Convention. 

“-A resolution was then adopted, recommending that at all future 
Conventions of the New Church, each Society shall be represented 
by a number of Delegates not exceeding three.” 


From the foregoing extracts, it will be perceived that no organized 
Society can be represented by more than three delegates ; but if there 
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be several recipients residing in the neighbourhood of an organized 
Society, and such recipients have not deemed it expedient to attach 
themselves to said Society, they are undoubtedly entitled to represen- 
tation in the Convention. We, therefore, sincerely hope that all such 
persons will avail themselves of the privilege. 

It will also be perceived, that a committee was appointed to draw 
up RULES OF ORDER, by which the next Convention is to be 
governed, provided they accept the same. We hope this committee will 
be fully prepared to report as soon as the Seventh Convention is or- 
ganized. 

The venerable President of the last Convention, has sent us the fol- 
lowing AppREss on the subject of this article, to which we cheerfully 
give insertion. 





TO THE EDITOR. 


* Baltimore, 17th March, 1824. 
“ Very DEAR Broruer, 


“ Permit me, through the medium of your valuable Missionary, and 
from a sense of duty, as President of the last General Convention of 
the New-Jerusalem Church in these United States, to address a few 
lines to my respected and beloved brethren, the Ministers and lay 
delegates of that Last, Best Church of the Lorp. 

“ Agreeably to a resolve of our ast General Convention, our next 
is to be held in Philadelphia, in the first week of June next, for the 
laudable and important purposes of promoting the Heavenly doc- 
trines, and the general interests of the Church—renewing correspon- 
dence with our distant brethren; forming such rules as may be cal- 
culated to guard against dangerous innovations in doctrine or wor- 
ship; settling any divisions that may have arisen; circulating the 
writings of our illuminated Scribe; and adopting every measure ne- 
cessary to preserve the life, peace, spirituality, and good order of the 
Church. La 

“The promotion of such interesting subjects as these, with many 
others that may come before us, calls loudly for the personal and 
pious co-operation of every sincere and zealous member, consistent 
with ability and opportunity ; yet still it is to be feared that many of 
our intelligent and valuable brethren, both to the east and to the 
west, may not be able to attend annually. District Conventions, there- 
fore, may be expected ere long to obtain, from which delegates may 
be appointed to attend our GENERAL Conventions, these district Con- 
ventions, therefore, should rather be encouraged and sanctioned, than 
otherwise.— Moreover, while it would be found that their chief aim and 
design would only be to prepare materials for the consideration and 
adoption of the General Convention, in which last body alone, every 
rule and resolve that would obtain the sanction of a majority of the 
members there assembled, should be considered as the act and deed 
‘of the whole united New Church of the Lord, in these United States : 
Inasmuch as every distinct Society would there be represented, and 
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have equal rights, and would hence feel themselves bound, as one 
ompact body, to abide by all such rules and resolves as were made 
and confirmed by their own consent and approbation. 

“ Before I conclude, permit me, my dear and respected brethren, 
to exhort you all to be up and doing, and the Lorp will be with you. 
There are none of you destitute of some improvable talents, which 
were not given merely for your own use and enjoyment, but also that 
of others. O! ye men of strong intellect, superior abilities, and 
spiritual talents, remember, you are only stewards of these gifts for 
a season, and that it is required of a steward that he be found faith- 
ful. And ye that are rich in this world’s goods, I charge you from 
the Lorn, to be “rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing 
to. communicate, laying up for yourselves a good foundation against 
the time to come.” 

“ As many of you, my brethren, as walk by this rule, Peace be 
with you, and: Mercy, and upon the whole Israel of God. Brethren, 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 


JOHN HABGROVE. 


<2 e 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Our correspondent at Danby, Tioga Co. N. Y. writes as follows: 
“ We have commenced the building of a temple in Danby, to be de- 
dicated to the worship of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I feel that the 
prospect of effecting it is good.” 

A New-Jerusalem Library has been established in this city, and 
the Rev. Solyman Brown appointed Librarian. The sum of five 
dollars, paid in advance, constitutes a subscriber for life. Most of 
the writings of the New Church are already collected, and donations 
are solicited. 

From Sweden, we learn that several professors in the University at 
Upsala have embraced the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusa- 
lem, and are now zealously employed in teaching them to their stu- 
dents. 

Emmanuel Tafel, Professor of Philosophy in Tubingen, Germany, 
is now engaged in translating all the Works of Swedenborg into the 
German language. He is also manfully defending our doctrines in 
the public newspapers of that country. 

Our readers may expect much interesting intelligence on the return 
of the Rev. M. M. Carll, who is now in England, and will visit seve-. 
ral of the most prominent Societies in that kingdom. He is expect- 
ed home in the month of May. 

Arrangements have been made to keep up a regular correspon- 
dence with our brethren in Europe ; and in future all new publica- 
tions of the New Church will be punctually and promptly forwarded 
to the publisher of the New-Jerusalem Missionary. 

The Arcana Ceelestia, No. 1, comprising 96 pages, will be pub- 
lished in May. 














